
A Time to Stop and Smell the Essay… 

 

Required 10 points in any combination.   

 

Using your returned paper, complete 10 points worth of revisions from the choices below. You must 

highlight and number the corrected sentences, paragraphs, revisions … in your original essay and staple 

the highlighted original to the back of your revisions.  Revisions must be handwritten. The revisions must 

actually be superior to the original to earn the points, for this is not just a completion grade. 

 

Choose your revision tasks to equal at least 10 points.   

 

1)  Rewrite a paragraph that says “vague,” “show, don’t tell,” “needs specifics,” “elaborate,”  “how?,” 

“listy” or any teacher comment regarding a lack of depth. (5 each) 

 

2) Rewrite the thesis statement and map so that it directly states the purpose of your essay and 

answers the prompt clearly. (2  each) 

 

3) Rewrite an opener or a conclusion which is bland or “too easy” or “too obvious” and uses the 

same repetitive words. (5 each) 

  

4)  Rewrite a transition so that it relates back to and connects with the thesis. Look for and avoid 

instances which you introduced the next paragraph in the previous paragraph.  Please avoid doing 

this.   Also, no quote at the beginning of a paragraph, please.  (2 each) 

 

5)  Create a reconnection at the end of a paragraph which serves to conclude your analysis-Do not 

leave your analysis hanging.  Look for and avoid instances which you introduced the next paragraph 

in the previous paragraph. Please avoid. No quote at the end of a paragraph.  (2 each) 

 

6) Rewrite sentences with awkward syntax, grammar, diction, confusion, or wordiness which have 

shrouded the point you were trying to make. (2 each) 

 

7) Rewrite sentences in which the diction is weak or imprecise or the sentence is marked with a 

marked with a ? as to what precisely you meant? For example: “Williams’ insert great word here 

diction serves to …” or “… portrays the insert great word here relationship between this lovelorn 

couple…” (2 each) 

 

8) Rewrite any sentence which claims that a technique is used to “paint a picture” or “help the 

reader see/picture…” or help “convey the theme” (without first stating the theme and explaining 

exactly how it helps) or “makes the work flow smoothly” or “make the poem really work…” This 

type of vague writing is filler and does not highlight your knowledge. (2 each) 

 

9) Rewrite any sentence in which you have not analyzed a term properly.  Maybe you said 

something was imagery and it wasn’t or you said an allusion was diction.  Show that you know 

what the word means by analyzing it properly in the rewrite. (2 each) 

 

10) Rewrite any instance in which you did not embed a quote properly. In other words, you did not 

set the context for a quote, did not explain the significance of the quote after using it,  or did not 

use the proper format.  You may only do this one once. (2 each) 

 

11) Rewrite a paragraph in which the purpose of your essay, your theory, your thesis is not woven 

throughout the paragraph, so it ends up sounding unrelated to the topic.  (5 each). 

 

12) Write or rewrite an entire Works Cited entry correctly, including the label Works Cited where it 

is supposed to be. (2 each) 

 



 


